
U.S. Highway 136
Heritage HighwayFun Facts

The world’s largest porch swing in Hebron offers
seating for up to 18 adults.

Each spring, bird-watchers gather near Burchard Lake
to witness prairie chickens and sharp-tailed grouse
performing a courtship ritual known as booming. 

Found on the beautiful grounds of Peru State College,
Campus of a Thousand Oaks Arboretum in the town of
Peru is part of the statewide arboretum.

Starke Round Barn—the country’s largest circular-
frame barn—can be found near Red Cloud.

The Governor Furnas Arboretum bike trail extends
from the Steamboat Trace Trail through Brownville,
ending at Whiskey Run Creek Vineyard & Winery.

Classic Viburnums, the largest provider of viburnums
in the United States, offers tours through its 130
varieties of viburnums near Macon.

The Sixth Principal Meridian—the point from which all
land in Kansas, Nebraska, and much of Colorado,
Wyoming, and South Dakota was surveyed and
subdivided—lies along the Kansas-Nebraska border
southeast of Hebron.

The quaint chapel tucked away in Coryell Park near
Johnson is a popular spot for weddings.

Peer Into the Past.
The historical significance of the area is undeniable. And
Downtown Brownvilleis a prime example. While strolling
amid restored historic buildings, you’ll find the Brownville
Concert Hall, the Brownville Village Theatre, plenty of
antiques, and wonderful second-hand book collections. 

Experience one man’s vision of a better life on the prairie at
Homestead National Monument of Americanear Beatrice.
Featuring a new Homestead Heritage Center, this site marks
the first free land claimed under the Homestead Act of 1862.

For a wilder side of the area’s history, Rock Creek Station
State Historical Park and State Recreation Areais just up
the road near Fairbury. It was also the backdrop for the
beginnings of Wild Bill Hickok’s infamous gunfighting career.

Located toward the western end of the byway, Red Cloud is
home of Pulitzer Prize-winning author Willa Cather. You will
find an abundance of memorabilia from this famous
pioneering author, and you can take in the prairie landscape
that inspired her great works.

Take On the Great Outdoors.
Perhaps the best way to experience the area’s most powerful
waterway—the Missouri River—is aboard the Spirit of Brownville.
This riverboat provides tours down the river as well as evening
dinner and entertainment cruises.

Hiking or biking along the Steamboat Trace Trail is a great way to
explore the beauty of southeast Nebraska. This hard-surfaced route
winds along 21 miles of scenic Missouri River country from
Brownville north to Nebraska City.

For another picturesque adventure, take in Indian Cave State Park
near Shubert. The timber-covered region offers plenty of activities
including horseback riding, fishing from the riverbank, hiking, 
and camping.

Along this route, you will find some outstanding recreational lakes
as well. Harlan County Lake, the state’s third-largest lake, is
great for an array of water sports as well as fishing. Another
popular place to cast a line is Burchard Lake.

Taste the Byway’s Bounty.
Grapes have once again become a bumper crop in Nebraska,
and the southeast corner of the state is no exception.

With a century-old restored barn spanning a creek, the charm
of Whiskey Run Creek Vineyard & Wineryis undeniable.
Stroll the beautiful grounds, lounge on the deck while sipping
a glass of red or white, and bring home a bottle or two of
your favorites from the gift shop.

Bridging the gap between wine connoisseur and beer
enthusiast, SchillingBridge Winery & Microbrewery offers
both Nebraska-made wines and handcrafted microbrews.
Stop by to taste the wide variety of offerings, explore the gift
shop, grab a bite to eat, and tour the facility.

Superior Estates Winerysprawls across 80 acres of fertile
soil ideal for grape growing. You have the opportunity to tour
the wine making operation, enjoy any of the many wines
available on-site, and peruse the unique gift shop.

Experience 
Heritage Highway.
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Spanning 238 miles from the wooded bluffs of the Missouri River to south-central Nebraska, this stretch of 
U.S. Highway 136 is brimming with reminders of the area’s formative years. You will discover an abundance of
small-town charm, plenty of outdoor adventure, and breathtaking prairie that reaches to the horizon.
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